
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



JEWISH WORKS ON JUDAISM 433 

The importance of the book lies in the following directions: the 
acute investigation of the Zion text and its connection with Apollinaris 
of Laodicea, the conclusions reached as to the origin, identity, or sepa- 
rateness of the various gospels to which reference is made, and the con- 
tribution which it makes to our knowledge of the various Jewish-Christian 
bodies in the early centuries of our era. With the scanty means at his 
disposal the author has led us not a little distance toward a solution of 
questions of considerable significance for the apprehension of early 

Christian history. 

Ernest W. Parsons 
Rochester Theological Semdjaxy 



JEWISH WORKS ON JUDAISM 

Of the books here assembled for review 1 three deal with certain 
aspects of Jewish religion and the other treats an important phase in the 
history of the Jewish people. The accusation which Christians some- 
times bring against Judaism, particularly in its older form, is that the 
latter was a barren formalism without vital inner religious power. Jews 
have denied this charge on many occasions. Abelson's two volumes are 
written to refute again this accusation against the Jews and to demon- 
strate that they have always cultivated a deep mystical religious expe- 
rience. In his first volume he studies at length the idea of divine imma- 
nence in the talmudic literature from earliest times down to the eleventh 
century. Although for convenience' sake attention is restricted to this 
narrower field, we are told that even in the Old Testament on the one 
hand and in the cabalistic literature of mediaeval times on the other 
there is the same dominant mystical note: "The Jewish soul has never 
ceased to find a solace, such as the mere world cannot give, in the realized 
joys of the nearness of God." As over against similar claims made- for 
Christianity by its adherents, the author seeks to demonstrate that the 
Judaism of talmudic times was a truly empirical religion emphasizing 
immediate experience of God, who is not far off but in close contact with 

1 The Immanence of God in Rabbinical Literature. By J. Abelson. New York: 
Macmillan, 1012. xii+387 pages. $3.00. 

Jewish Mysticism. By J. Abelson. London: Bell, 1913. ix+184 pages. 
2s. 6d. 

Judaism and St. Paul: Two Essays. By C. G. Montefiore, London: Goschen, 
1014. 240 pages. 2s. 6d. 

Les Juifs dans I 'empire romain: Leur condition juridique, iconomique et sociale. 
Par Jean Juster. 2 vols. Paris: Geuthner, 1914. xviii+sio and viii+338 pages. 
Fr. 36. 
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men. While the author admits that Judaism makes much of God's 
transcendence, still we are told that the Jewish teachers did not neglect 
the doctrine of immanence. The chief forms in which God's presence is 
displayed are the Shechinah and the Holy Spirit. A vast number of 
citations are collected in connection with these terms to prove "that 
rabbinic theology is deeply ingrained with a mystical element. The 
quintessential feature of all mysticism — the belief in the immanence of 
God — is a characteristic of the rabbinic Judaism" (p. 278). In the light 
of this conclusion the volume sums up finally the rabbinic conception of 
God, of sin and evil, of prayer, and the compatibility of mysticism with 
rabbinic theology. Whether the author has made out his point or not 
depends altogether upon one's understanding of the talmudic passages 
cited as proof-texts. While the experiential element in Jewish religion 
has undoubtedly at times been grossly underrated by opponents, on the 
other hand it seems to us that the present author in his zeal for his cause 
has overrated this feature. His smaller work on Jewish Mysticism is 
written in a similar vein but it deals mainly with the Cabala. 

Montefiore, the well-known champion of Jewish liberalism, again 
shows himself capable of appreciating the religious worth of New Testa- 
ment literature. He finds much to admire even in Paul, although the 
apostle by bis criticism of contemporary legalism has made himself pre- 
eminently persona rum grata to most Jews. Montefiore treats his subject 
in two parts. In the first part he examines the genesis and character of 
Paul's religion and, in the second, the use which the liberal Jew may make 
of the Pauline writings. The author contends that Paul's religion, pre- 
vious to his adoption of Christianity, was not typical of Palestinian 
Judaism and so his criticisms of the religion he abandoned are not a true 
index to the pure Jewish faith of that day. On the contrary, Paul was 
a product of Hellenistic Judaism which was "poorer, colder, less satisfy- 
ing, and more pessimistic" than Palestinian rabbinism. To Paul the 
near rabbinic God, who longs to forgive his erring children at the first 
sign of repentance, was quite unknown (p. 127). This interpretation of 
Palestinian Judaism is admitted, however, to be quite supposititious. 
Under the second main topic of the book, Paul's value is rated highly. 
There are, to be sure, many things in his writings that the modern liberal 
Jew must reject, not merely because he is a Jew, but because he lives in 
a modern world. The apostle's pessimism, his Christology, much in his 
conception of sin, his ideas about the Law, his doctrine of divine wrath, 
his demonology, his anthropology and eschatology must all be aban- 
doned. Still there is something left to admire. His moral ideal, his 
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faith in God, his emphasis upon love, and his insistence upon inwardness 
in religion are all thought to be worthy of emulation. 

Juster, "avocat a la cour d'appel" in Paris, goes very thoroughly 
into the subject of the legal, economic, and social status of the Jews 
within the Roman Empire. His work opens with a 180-page study of 
the sources — literary, monumental, and juridical. A section on the 
Diaspora names, with detailed citation of authorities, the various places 
where the presence of Jews is mentioned. The number in the empire 
before the war of 70 a.d. is estimated to have been between six and 
seven million. Following these introductory matters is first a short chap- 
ter on the privileges of the Jews and then a long discussion of the Jewish 
cult — its political status, the gathering of proselytes, the relation to 
Christians, and the protection which the Jewish religion was granted. 
Chap, iii deals with the general organization of Jews within the empire 
and chap, iv with the local organization. Then come several brief 
chapters including the civic status, private statute, marriage, divorce, 
"capacite de fait," contracts, property laws, slaves, wills, and inheritance 
laws. The subject of Jewish jurisdiction is investigated at much greater 
length. The work closes with brief chapters on costume, name, tribes 
(in the Roman sense), public entertainments, right of suffrage, public 
charges, and economic situation. Such, in brief, is the ground covered. 
The author's method is that of the statistician, consequently he has 
produced a work of reference rather than one for popular reading. A 
prodigious amount of information is packed in the numerous footnotes, 
which on an average occupy at least three-quarters of every page. This 
feature alone would make the volumes indispensable to every student of 
the imperial period, whether interested primarily in Judaism or in 
Christianity or in the general history of the time. But the absence of 
an index is an unpardonable defect, notwithstanding the lengthy ana- 
lytical table of contents. 

Shirley Jackson Case 
University op Chicago 



THE SYNOPTIC PROBLEM 

Haupt's important contribution to the study of synoptic origins* 
gives evidence of most painstaking detailed examination of the entire 
text of the first three gospels. To test its conclusions effectively would 

1 Worte Jesu und Gemeindeiiberlieferung. Eine Untersuchung zur Quellengesckickte 
der Synopse. (Windisch's Untersuckungen zum Neuen Testament. Heft 3.) Von 
Walther Haupt. Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1913. 263 pages. M. 7.50. 



